26                       Turgot.

session of 1750. The first of these was upon
"The Advantages that the Establishment of
Christianity has conferred upon the Human
Race." It is a rhetorical exercise, though a re-
markable one, resembling one of those excel-
lent Latin discourses that were crowned in this
same Sorbonne but a few years since, in con-
nection with the General Competition between
the colleges of Paris. Writing to his brother
the Chevalier, on the 3Oth of July, 1750, Turgot
says: " I have had a Latin discourse to make,
which I pronounced on the 3d of July with a
success most flattering to me. At present I
have some four minors a week, with twelve
arguments, and on the 27th of November I am
to pronounce a second discourse, with which I
am even now occupied." And his father, writ-
ing to the Chevalier under date of October 23,
said: " I have told you of the wonderful success
of the Abbess speech last July; he is to pro-
nounce another on the 27th of next month,"
.The Abbe's success in November was more
splendid than in July.

The latter discourse is much more important
than the former; it deals with " The Successive
Advances of the Human Mind." It is a pic-
ture of universal history drawn with great talent,
full of reflections surprisingly ripe for a man
of his age, marked by great freedom of thought,se of thehehe king in-
